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Rep. Hetherington Votes to Promote Biodiesel Fuel 
 

 

House Majority Rejects Proposal to Introduce 
Non-Petroleum Renewable Resource 

 
State Rep. John W. Hetherington, R-125th, New Canaan, Wilton, has 
voted for legislation designed to promote the use of biodiesel fuel 

produced from nonpetroleum renewable resources to help reduce diesel emissions throughout the state.  

The legislature’s Democratic majority, however, defeated the proposal in a mostly party-line vote.   

Rep. Hetherington said, “I just can’t understand why the majority party would oppose this promising 
technology to help break our dependence on foreign oil and avoid new exploration that may endanger our 
natural refuge areas.”  

Biodiesel fuel is a homegrown product that can be derived from used cooking oil. It also can be extracted 
from soybeans, peanuts, vegetables and other organic materials. It is biodegradable, environmentally 
friendly and has been recognized as an alternative fuel by the federal Environmental Projection Agency.  

Introducing biodiesel fuel in Connecticut would place it in a category with wind, solar, water and other 
alternative, renewable energy sources that are considered safe to the environment.  

Rep. Hetherington and Republican colleagues introduced an amendment on the House floor May 26 to 
require a state implementation strategy for the use of biodiesel fuel in Connecticut. 


